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ABSTRACT 

The question and answer booklet highlights the 
provisions of the Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 which was designed 
to protect the best interests of Indian children and to promote the 
stability and security of Indian tribes and families. The booklet 
attempts to answer 28 important questions concerning title I of the 
Act. Examples of questions answered are: what Indian children and 
their families are affected by child custody provisions?; how does 
the law affect child welfare matters now before state courts?; do the 
provisions of title I regarding child custody proceedings also apply 
to tribal courts?; how may the states and Indian tribes facilitate 
transfer of jurisdiction regarding child care and custody matters?; 
how are India^n children living off the reservation affected by the 
jurisdictional issues related to child custody proceedings?; when may 
a state court order regarding foster care placement or termination of 
parental rights be invalidated?; what happens when an Indian child 
must be removed from the home to prevent imminent danger of physical 
damage or harm? Attachments include a copy of the Indian Child 
Welfare Act of 1978, a list of Bureau of Indian Affairs area offices, 
and state agencies administering social services to Indian tribes and 
organizations, (ERB) 
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Questions and Answers Which Highlight Provisions of the 
Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (P.L. 95-608) 



Introduction 

The Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (*'the Act") was enacted November 
8, 1978. The Act is designed to protect the best interests of Indian 
children and to promote the stability and security of Indian tribes 
and families. It does this By establishing by statute minimum 
Federal standards for the removal of Indian children from their 
families, including provisions to assure the placement of such 
children in foster or adoptive homes which will reflect the unique 
values of Indian culture. The Act also authorizes the awarding of 
grants to Indian tribes and organizations in the establishment and 
operation of child and family service programs. 

Title I relates specifically to child custody proceedings. Sections 
101(a), 108, and 109 became effective upon enactment of the law, 
November 8, 1978. All other provisions of title I took effect six 
months after enactment of the law, which was on May 6, 1979. 

Section 201 of title II authorizes the Department of the Interior 
(DOI) to make grants to Indian tribes and organizations for 
establishing and operating child and family service programs on 
or near reservations and in the preparation and implementation 
of child welfare codes. Section 202 of title II authorizes DOI 
to make grants also to off-reservation Indian groups for operating 
child and family service programs. At the present time there is no 
appropriation of funds for activities under title II. Title II also 
includes certain provisions related to titles IV-B and XX of the 
Social Security Act which became effective upon enactment of the law. 

Titles III and IV also became effective on November 8, 1978. Title 
III specifies key record-keeping requirements for Indian child 
placement proceedings. Title IV covers miscellaneous provisions 
of the law. 

The Act is to be administered by the Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) . The BIA published proposed 
regulations on April 23, 1979, (44 Fed. Reg. 23992) with a 30-day 
comment period. Final regulations are expected to be published in 
early summer. 

The Act does affect State courts and State and loc u agencies 
providing services to Indian children and their families under 
titles IV--B and XX and with State funds. Therefore, those agencies 
and courts should become knowledgeable about the implications and 
impapt of the Act. 
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This memorandum attempts to answer some of the most important questions 
that the Act raises. The following questions concentrate mostly on 
title I of the t. More information about the other titles will be 
sent later. It should Be noted that these questions and answers do 
not constitute regulations, but are meant to provide suggested guidance. 
House Report No. 1386 of the U.S. House of Representatives, dated J»'ly 
24, 1978, also clarifies many of the provisions nf the Act. A copy o£ 
this report may be obtained by writing to the attention of Public 
Documents, U.S* House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20515* 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1 . Q . WHAT imiAll CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE AFFECTED BY THE 
CHILD CUSTODY PROVISIONS OF TITLE I? 

A. All Indian children and their families who are members of 
federally recognized tribes or Alaskan native villages and 
who come under the jurisdiction of State courts are affected. 

Following are specific definitions relating to Indii^n child 
welfare matters: 

- An "'Indian child' means any unmarried person who is 
under age eighteen and is either (a) a member of an 
Indian tribe or (b) is eligible for membership in an 
Indian tribe and is ^he biological child of a member 
of an Indian tribe." (emphasis added) 

- An Indian child's tribe is defined as '(a) the Indian 
tribe in which an Indian child is a member or eligible 
for membership or (b) in the case of an Indian child 
who is a member of or eligible for membership in more 
than one tribe, the Indian tribe with which the Indian 
child has the most significant contacts." 

- An Indian tribe is "any Indian tribe, baiid, nation, or 
other organized group or community of Indians recognized 
as eligible for the services provided to Indians by the 
Secretary because of their status as Indians, including 
any Alaska Native village as defined in section 3(c) of 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act." 

- Indian reservation means "Indian country as defined in 
section 1151 of rinle 18, United States Code and any 
lands, not covered under such section, title to which 
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is either held by the United States in trust for,., any 
Indian tribe or individual. ♦ • subject to a restriction 
by the United States against alienation.'* 

- The unwed father whose paternity has not been established 
is not covered under the Act. 

Section 4 

Indians who are members of non-federally recognized tribes 
and Indians living off the reservation who have no federally 
recognized tribal affiliation, are not affected by title I. 

HOW DOES THE LAW AFFECT CHILD WELFARE MATTERS NOW BEFORE 
STATE COURTS? 

The law does not affect child welfare matters which are now 
before the courts until May 6, 1979- However, the provisions 
are applicable to children in all proceedings after May 6, 
1979. Also, when a tribe reassumes jurisdiction over child 
welfare matters (Section 108) the State court continues to 
exercise jurisdiction over cases already before the court. 

Sections 113 and 
108(d) 

IF THERE IS A CONFLICT BETWEEN THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT 
^AND STATE LAW PERTAINING TO CHILD CUSTODY PROCEEDINGS, AND 
A CONFLICT OVER STANDARDS OF PROTECTION OF RIGHTS OF PARENTS 
OR INDIAN CUSTODIANS. WHICH LAW TAKES PRECEDENCE? 

- Regarding child custody proceedings: the provisions of 
this Act supersede State law. 

House Report No. 
1386 pp. 17-19 

- The Act sets rainiraum standards of protection of parents' 
rights in child custody proceedings but allows for the 
use of higher Federal or State standards if any ekist. 

Section 111 



DO THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE I REGARDING CHILD CUSTODY 
PROCEEDINGS ALSO APPLY TO TRIBAL COURTS? 



A. Although the Act clarifies the authority of tribal courts, 
the procedures and standards in title I are directed toward 
State courts. Indian courts may wish to adopt any or all 
of these standards. The only exception is that Indian 
tribes must give full faith and credit to the acts of 
other Indian tribal courts. 

Sections 101(d) 
and 105(c) 

5. Q. ARE STATE COURTS REQUIRED TO TRANSFER JURISDICTION TO 

TRIBAL COURTS FOR INDIAN CHILDREN WHO ARE DOMICILED OR 
RESIDING OFF THE RESERVATION? 

A. An Indian tribe, effective upon enactment of this* statute , 
has exclusive jurisdiction over any custody proceeding 
involving an Indian child who resides or is domiciled on 
a reservation or is a ward of a tribal court. Where an 
Indian child is not domiciled or residing on a reservation 
and a State court is involved in fester ca^e placement or 
termination cf parental rights, the Act requires such 
transfer of jurisdiction if the following conditions are 
met : 

a) either parent, the Indian custodian, or the child's 
tribe petitions the court for transfer; 

b) the State does not find there is good cause against 
transfer; 

c) there is no objection by either parent; and 

d) the tribal court does not decline jurisdiction. 

Section iOl(b) 

6. Q. HOW MAY THE STATES AND INDIAN TRIBES FACILITATE TRANSFER 

OF JURISDICTION REGARDING CHILD CARE AND CUSTODY MATTERS? 

A. The States and tribes m^iy enter into agreements regarding 
care and custody of Indian children and jurisdiction over 
child custody proceedings, including agreements which 
provide for an orderly transfer of jurisdiction on a 
case-by-case basis. 

Section 109 
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UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES DOES A TRIBAL COURT HAVE EXCLUSIVE 
JURISDICTION OVER CHILD CUSTODY PROCEEDINGS? 

Whenever the proceedings involve an Indian child living or 
domiciled on the reservation, unless Federal law has vested 
jurisdiction in the State. The tribal court also retains 
jurisdiction when an Indian child is a ward of the tribal 
court, regardless of the child's place of residence or 
domicile. 

Section 101(a) 

However, it should be noted that this Act allows tribal courts 
on reservations where a State is asserting jurisdiction under 
federal law (e.g., P.L. 83-280) to reassume unquestioned and 
exclusive jurisdiction over child custody proceedings involving 
Indian children, by petitioning the Secretary of the Interior. 

Section 108 

HOW ARE INDIAN CHILDREN LIVING OFF THE RESERVATION AFFECTED 
BY THE JUP.ISDICTIONAL ISSUES RELATED TO CHILD CUSTODY PRO- 
CEEDINGS? 

In any involuntary State court proceeding regarding custody 
of an Indian child living off the reservation, the State 
court shall transfer jurisdiction to the tribal court, upon 
petition of the child's parent, Indian custodian, or the 
Indian child's tribe, in the absence of good cause to che 
ccntrarv. Such a transfer will not take place if either 
parent objects or if the tribal court declines jurisdiction. 

Section 101(b) 

WHAT D0F5 THE "FULL FAITH AND CREDIT" CLAUSE IN TITLE I 
MEAN? 

It extends to the public acts, records, and judicial 
determinations in child custody proceedings of any Indian 
tribe, the same recognition that a State extends to the 
similar acts, records, and proceedings of another State 
or Federal court, Indian tribes also are required to 
give full faith and credit to other Indian tribes. 

Section 101(d) 
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10- Q. WHAT ARE THE MAJOR REQUIREMENTS THE ACT SPECIFIES 'FOR STATE 
COURTS IN INVOLUNTARY CHILD CUSTODY PROCEEDINGS RELATING TO 
FOSTER CARE OR ADOPTION ONCE IT IS DECIDED THAT A STATE 
COURT HAS JURISDICTION? 

A. ~ Notify the parent or Indian custodian and the child's 
tribe of the pending proceedings and their right of 
intervention. 

Section 102(a) 

- Give notice to the Secretary of the Interior, if the 
identity or location of all interested parties cannot 
be determined. The Secretary then has 15 -d^ys to 
provide such notice to all interested parties. 

^ Section 102(a) 

- Adhere to a set of standards cf evidence before removal 

of a child or termination of. parential rights, as follows: 

— It must be shown that active efforts were made to 
provide remedial services and rehabilitative programs 
to the family to prevent placement, and that these 
efforts were unsuccessful, before the child is placed 
out of the home. 

— The court must have clear and convincing evidence when 
considering foster care placement, that continued custody 
by the parent or custodian is likely to result in serious 
emotional or physical damage to the child . 

— The evidence must be beyond a reasonable doubt in the 
case of a proceeding to terminate parental rights. 

Section 102 (d,e,f) 

Appoint counsel for any court-determined indigent parent 
or Indian custodian. 

Section 102(b) 

- Appoint counsel for the child if the court deems it to be 
in the child's best interest. 

Section lG2(b) 
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11. Q. WHAT ARE THE ADDITIONAL PROVISION OJ SERVICE REQUIREMENTS 

IMPOSED ON STATE AGENCIES IN TITLE I? 

A. Active efforts must be shown, by the party seeking to make 

a placement or petitioning for termination of parental rights, 
that remedial and rehabilitative services have been provided 
to prevent the breakup of the Indian family and that these 
efforts have proved unsuccessful. 

Section 102(d) 

12. Q. WHAT ARE THE MAJOR REQUIREMENTS OF STATE COURTS IN VOLUNTARY 

CHILD CUSTODY PROCEEDINGS? 

A, - Any consent to foster care or adoption must be executed 
in writing Before a judge. 

~ A voluntary consent to foster care or adoption is not 
valid if it is given prior to ten days after the birth 
of a child. 

~ The judge must certify '*that the terras and consequencer» 
of Che consent were fully explained to and understood 
by i:he parent or Indian custodian.*' \^ere necessary, 
the court must certify, that the explanation was trans- 
om lated into the native language of the Indian involved. 

- Consent to foster care placement may be withdrawn at 
any time. 

- Consent to termination of parental rights or adoption 
may be withdrawn for any reason before the final decree. 

~ A parent may withdraw consent to adoption within two 
years after the final decree if such consent was 
obtained through fraud or duress. 

Section 103 

13. Q. WHEN MAY A STATE COURT ORDER REGARDING FOSTER CARE PLACEMENT 
OR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS BE INVALIDi^TED? 

A. Whenever the requirements related to jurisdictional issues* 
and voluntary or involuntary ^ourt custody proceedings, are 
violated. 

Section lOA 
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lA. Q, IN AN ,\DOPTIVE PLACEMENT OF AN INDIAN CHILD inTOER STATE LAW, 
WHETHER VOLUNTARY OR INVOLUNTARY, IS THERE AN ORDER OF PRE- 
FERENCE IN PLACING THE CHILD? 

A. Yes, in the absence of good cause to the contrary, the order 
of preference is with: ^ — 

1) a member of the child ^s extended family; 

2) other members of the Indian child's tribe; or 

3) other Indian families. 

However, the Indian child's tribe raay change the order of 
preference by resolution. 

^Section 105(a) 

15- Q. VmAT IS THE ORDER OF PREFERENCE A FOSTER CARE OR 

PREADOPTIVE PLACEMENT, WHETHER VOLUNTARY OR INVOLUNTARY? 

A. 1) a member of the child's extended family; 

2) a foster home licensed, approved or specified by the 
child's tribe; ' 

3) an Indian foster home licensed, or approved by an 
authorized non-Indian licensing authority; or 

4) an institution for children approved by an Indian 
tribe or operated by an Indian organization which 
has a suitable program. 

^ I 

However, the Indian child's tribe may change Ithe order of 
preference by resolution. 

Section 105(b) 

16. Q. WHAT OTHER CONDITIONS MUST BE MET WHEN A CHILD IS 

CONSIDERED FOR FOSTER CARE OR PREADOPTIVE PLACEMENT, 
' WHETHER VOLLWARY OR INVOLUNT.ARY^ 

A. The setting must: - 

- be the least restrictive and most approximate a family; 

- meet the child's special needs, if there are any; and 
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- be within reasonable proximity to the child's own hotne, 
taking into account the child's special needs. 

Section 105(b) 

Q; WHAT DO THE ORDER OF PREFERENCE REQUIREMENTS MEAN TO STATE 
AGENCIES? 

A. Many State agencies wiil want to make greater efforts and 

work more cooperatively jwich tribes to recruit Indian foster 
care and adoptive homes/ and to encourage tribes to develop 
programs to recruit and license Indian foster care and 
adoptive homes. ^ 

Q. IN TH^ ABSENCE OF GOOD CAUSE TO THE CONTRARY, WHAl PLACEMENT 
STANDARDS SHALL APPLY IN MEETING THE PREFERENCE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR VOLUNTARY AND INVOLUNTARY ADOPTIVE AND FOSTER CARE 
PLACEMENTS? 

A. The prevailing social and cultural standards of the relevant 
Indian community should be used in making any placement. 

Section 105(b) 
and (d) 

19. Q. WHXT HAPPENS IF TOE FINAL DECREE OF ADOPTION IS VACATED OR 

THE ADOPTION FAILS? 

A. The biological parent or prior Indian custodian may petition 
for return of custody, which shall be granted unless the court 
finds that this would not be in the child's best interests. 

Section 106 

20. Q . WHAT HAiPENS WHEN A CHILD HAS BEEN I>IPROPERLY REMOVED FROM 

A PARENT OR CUSTODIAN? 

A. The court shall order the child's return and decline 

jurisdiction unless such return would subject the child 
to substantial and immediate danger or threat of such 
danger. 

Section HO n 

21. Q. DO THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE I OF THE ACT REGARDING VOLUNTARY 

AND INVOLUNTARY PLACEMENTS APPLY TO PRIVATE AS WELL AS TO 
PUBLIC AGENCIES'^ 

A. Yes, the Act nakes no distinction oetween private or voluntary 
and public agencies. 
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22. Q, WHAT HAPPENS WHEN AN INDIAN CHILD MUST BE REMOVED FROM THE 
HOME TO PREVENT IMMINENT DANGER OF PHYSICAL DAMAGE OR HARM? 

A. - For an Indian child who is living on the reservation, 
and where the tribal court has jurisdiction, the State 
may not intervene. 

- For an Indian child who is living temporarily off the 
reservation, the law allows the State to remove or 
place "the child in foster care in such an emergency. 
However, such placement ends when it is no longer 
needed as a preventive measure. 

- For an Indian child who is living permanently off the 
reservation, the law does not address whether the State 
has the right to make an emergency removal or placement, 
Therefore, it is assumed that such an Indian child would 
be afforded the same protection as any other resident of 
the State. 

Section 112 



0 WHAT ARE THE MAJOR PROVISIONS IN THE ACT IN REGARD TO RECORD 
KEEPING, RECORD AVAILABILITY AND CONFIDENTIALITY OF RECORDS? 

A. - In any involuntary child custody proceeding, each party 
to the proceeding shall have the right to examine all 
reports or other documents filed with the court upon 
which a decision was based. Case records would not be 
included unless they are documents upon which a judicial 
decision was made. 

Section 102(c) 



- In all foster care, prsadoptive or adoptive situations 
where decisions are made regarding placement preference, 
records ot efforts to comply with the order of preference 
stipulated in the law shall be kept, and shall be made 
available to the Indian child's tribe and the Secretary 
of the Interior upon request. 

Section 105(e) 

- State court records must be kept In order to allow any 
Indian who has reached age 18 and who was the subject 
of an adoptive placement, to find out his or her tribal 
affiliation and any other information that might be 
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necessary to protect any rights flowing from that 
affiliation. 

Section 107 

- State court records must be kept on all adoption 
proceedings in order to provide the Secretary of the 
Interior with a copy of the final decree plus infor- 
mation about tribal affiliation of the child and the 
names and addresses of the biological parents and 
adoptive parents, and the identity of any agency 
having information relating to the adoptive placement. 

The Act provides for the confidentiality of such infor- 
mation and such information is not subject to the Freedom 
of Information Act. 

Section 301(a) 

State agencies involved in adoption or foster care proceedings 
should keep adequate records of their involvement in order to 
comply with the provisions related to record keeping, record 
availability, and confidentiality. 

24. Q. TO WHAT INDIAN GROUPS ARE THE CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICE 

PROGRAMS AUTHORIZED UNDER TITLE II OF THE ACT DIRECTED? 

A. The law extends the Eureau of Indian Affairs^ (BIA) authority 
to provide social services to Indian groups living off the 
reservation as well as to on-reservation Indians. Further, 
it allows the BIA to provide a wider range of social services 
to Indians than has been previously authorized. 

25. DOES THE ACT ALLOW FEDERAL GRANTS TO TRIBES UNDER TITLES 
IV-B AND XX OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT? 

A. No. Section 203(a) authorizing the Secretary of HEW to use 
funds appropriated for similar HEW programs does not change 
the existing formula grant process under titles IV-B and XX. 

Section 203(a) 

26. Q. IS THERE ANY ADDITIONAL MONEY AVAILABLE TO TRIBES OR OFF 

RESERVATION INT)IAN GROUPS OR ORGANIZATIONS TO ESTABLISH 
AND OPERATE INDIAN CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES PROGRAMS 
OR TO PROVIDE THE NON-FEDERAL MATCH FOR SUCH PROGRAMS? 
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A. Not at the present time. However, the BIA is requesting 
such funds from the Congress. 

Section 203(b) 

27. Q. FUNDS APPROPRIATED UNDER THE ACT MAY NOT BE USED AS A BASIS 

FOR DENYING OR REDUCING ASSISTANCE UNDER TITLES IV-B AND XX 
OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT OR OTHER FEDERALLY ASSISTED 
PROGRAMS. WHAT DOES IHIS REQUIREMENT MEAN FOR STATE 
AGENCIES? 

A. This means that the possibility that there may be new funds 
available for services to Indians does not lessen the 
responsibility of States, under other federally assisted 
programs, to deliver services to Indians directly or by 
purchase of service arrangements. 

Section 201(b) 

28. Q. HOW MAY INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT FUNDS BE USED FOR MATCHI.^JG 

PURPOSES UNDER TITLES IV-B AND XX? 

A. The law allows Indian Child Welfare Act funds, when appro- 
priated, to be used by Indian tribes as the non-federal share 
for titles IV-B and XX or other federally assisted programs 
when such programs contribute to the purpose of this Act. 
The matching provision does not apply to grants made to 
Indian organizations for off-reservation programs. 

Section 201(b) 
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PUBUC LAW 95-608--NOV. 8, 1978 



92 STAT. 3069 



Public Uw 95-608 
95th Congress 



L 



An Act 



To establish standards for the placemeot of Indian children in foster or adoptive 
homes, to prevent the breakup of Indian families, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled^ That this Act may 
be cited as the ''Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978'\ 

Sec, '3. Recognizing the special relationship between the United 
States and the Indian tribes and their members and the Federal 
responsibility to Indian people, the Congress finds — 

/ ( 1) that clause 3, section 8, article I of the United States Con- 
stitution provides that *The Congress shall have Power * * * To 
regulate Commerce ♦ ♦ ♦ with Indian tribes" and, through this 
and other constitutional authority, Congress has plenary power 
over Indian affairs; ^ 

(•2) that Congress, (|irough statutes, treaties, and the general 
courb'e of dealing with'^Indian tribes, has assumed the responsi- 
bility for the protection and preservation of Indian tribes and 
their resources; 

(3) that there is no resource that is more vital to the continued 
existence and integrity of Indian tribes than their children and 
that the United States has a direct interest, as trustee, in protect- 
ing Indian children who are members of or are eligible for mem- 
bership m an Indian tribe: 

(4) that an alarmingly high percentage of Indian families are 
broken up by the removal, often unwarranted, of their chiMren 
from them by nontribal public and private agencies and that an 
alarmingly high percentage of such children are placed in non- 
Indian foster and adoptive homes and institutions; and 

(5) that the States, exercising their recognized jurisdiction over 
Indian child custody proceedings through administrative and 
judicial bodies, have often failed to recognize the essential tribal 
relations of Indian people and the cultural and social standards 
prevailing in Indian communities and families. 

Sec, 3, The Congress hereby declares that it is the policy of this 
^''ation to protect the best interests of Indian children and to promote 
the stabilitv and security of Indian tribes and families bv the ostab- 
Hshment ol minimum Federal standards for tiie removal of Indian 
children from their families and the placement of such children in 
roster or adoptive homes which will reflect the unique values of Indian 
culture, and by providing for assistance to Indian tribes in the opera- 
tion of child and family service programs, 

Sfcc, 4, For the purposes of this Act, except as may be specifically 
{)rovided otherwise, the term — 

(1) ''child custody proceeding" shall mean and include — 

(i) "foster care placement'* which shall mean any action 
removing an Indian child from its parent or Indian custodian 
for temporar}' placement in a foster home or institution or 
the home of a guardian or conservator where the parent or 
Indian custodian cannot have the child returned upon 
demand, but where parental rights have not beer terminated ; 
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92 STAT. 3070 PUBUC LAW 95-608— NOV 8» 1978 

(ii) ^HermiB'ition of parental rights" which shall mean any 
action resulting in the termination of the parent-child 
relationship ; 

(iii) "preadoptive placement" which shall mean the tem- 
porary placement of an Indian child in a foster home or 
institution after the termination of parental rights, but prior 
to or in lieu of adoptive placement : and 

(iv) "adoptive placement" which shall mean the permanent 
placement of an Inaian child for adoption, including any action 
resulting in a final decree of adoption. 

Such term or terms shall not include a placement based upon an 
act which, if committed by an adult, would be deemed a crime or 
upon an award, in a divorce proceeding, of custody to one of the 
parents. 

(2) "extended family member" shall be as defined by the law or 
custom of the Indian child's tribe or, in the absence of such law 
or custom, shall be a person who has reached the age of eight- 
een and who is the Indian child's grandparent aunt or uncle, 
brother or sister, brother-in-law or sister-in-law, niece or nephew, 
first or second cousin, or stepparent: 

(3) "Indian" means any person who is a member of an Indian 
tribe, or who is an Alaska Native and a member of a Rej^onal 

43 use 1606. Corporation as defined in section 7 of the Alaska Native Claims 

Settlement Act (85 Stat 688, 689) : 

(4) '^Indian child" means any unmarried person who is under 
age eighteen and is either (a) a'member of an Indian tribe or (b) 
is eligible for membership in an Indian tribe and is the biological 
child of a member of an Indian tribe : 

(5) "Indian child's tribe'* means (a) the Indian tribe m which 
an Indian child is a member or eligible for membership or (b). 
in the case of an Indian child who is a member of or eligfible for 
membership in more than one tribe, the Indian tribe with which 
the Indian child has the more significant contacts: 

(6) "Indian custodian" means any Irftiian person who has le^al 
custodv of an Indian child under tribal law or custom or under 
State faw or to whom temporary physical care, custody, and con- 
trol has been transferred by the parent of such child : 

(7) "Indian organization*' means any group, association, 
partnership, corporation, or other legal entity owned or controlled 
oy Indians, or a majority of whose members are Indians; 

(8) "Indian tribe" means any Indian tribe, bnnd, nation, or 
other organized group or community of Indians recognized as 
elijrible for the services provided to Indians by the Secretary 
because of their status as Indians, including any Alaska Native 

« use 1602. villas as defined in section 3(c) of the Alaska Native Claims 

Settlement Act (85 Stat 688, 689), as amended: 

(9) "parent" means anv biological parent or parents of an 
Indian cnild or any Indian person who has lawfully adopted an 
Indian child, including adoptions under tribal law or custom. It 
does not include the unwed father where paternity has not been 
acknowledged or established ; 

(10) ^^reservation" means Indian country as defined in section 
1151 of title 18, United States Code and anv lands, not covered 
under such section, title to which is either held by the United 
States in trust for the benefit of any Indian tribe or individual or 
held by any Indian tribe or indi\'i^iial subject to a restriction by 
the United States against alienation ; 
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(11) ^Secretary" means the Secretary of the Interior; and 

(12) '^tribal court" means a court with jurisdiction over child 
custody proceedings and which is either a Court of Indian 
Olfenses, a court esUblished and operated under the code or 
custom of an Indian tribe, or any other administrative body of a 
tribe which is vested with authority over child custody 
proceeding's. 

TITLE I-CHILD CUSTODY PROCEEDINGS 

Sec. 101. (a) An Indian tribe shall have jurisdiction exclusive as to 
any State over any child custody proceeding involving an Indian child 
who resides or is domiciled within the reser>'ation of ?uch tribe, except 
where such jurisdiction is otherwise vested in the State by existing 
Federal law. Where an Indian child is a ward of a tribal court, the 
Indian tribe shall retain exclusive jurisdiction, notwithstanding the 
residence or domicile of the child. 

(b) In any State court proceeding for the foster care placement of. 
or termination of parental rights to. an Indian child not domiciled or 
residing within the reservation of the Indian child's tribe, the court, in 
the absence of good cause to the contrary*, shall transfer such proceed- 
ing to the juri^iiction of the tribe, absent objection by either parent, 
upon the petition of either parent or the Indian custodian or the 
Indian child's tribe: Froindew, That such transfer shall be subject to 
declination by the tribal court of such tribe. 

(c) In any State court proceeding for the foster rare placement of, 
or termination of parental rights to. an Indian child, the Indian 
custodian of the child and the Indian child's tribe shall have a ri^2;ht to 
mtervene at any point in the proceeding. 

(d) The I'nited States, every State, every territory or possession of 
the United States, and every Indian tribe shall g^ve full faith and 
credit to the public acts, records, and judicial proceeding of any 
Indian tribe applicable to Indian child custody proceedings to the 
same extent that such entities give full faith and credit to the public 
acts, records, and judicial proceedings of anv other entity. 

Ssc. 102. (a) In any invohmtarv proceedin^r in a .State court, where 
the court knows or has reason to know that an Indian child is involved, 
the party seeking the foster care placement of. or termination of 
parental rights to, an Indian child -hall notif}- the parent or Indian 
custodian and the Indian child's tril>e. by registered mail with return 
receipt re<juested. of the pending proceedings and of their ri;?ht of 
intervention. If the identity or location of the parent or Indian 
custodian and the tribe cannot be determined, iuch notice shall be given 
to the Secretary in like manner/ who shall have fifteen days after 
receipt to provide the requisite notice to the parent or Indian custodian 
and the tribe. No foster care placement or termination of parental 
rights proceeding shall be held until at least ten days after receipt of 
notice oy the parent or Indian custodian and the tribe or the Secretary : 
Provided^ That the parent or Indian custodian or the tribe shall, upon 
request, be granted up to twenty additional days to prepare for such 
proceeding, 

(b) In any case in which the court determines indigency, the parent 
or Indian custodian fthall have the right to court-appointed counsel in 
any removal, placement, or termination proceeding. The court may. in 
its discretion, appoint counsel for the child upon a finding that such 
appointment is in the best interest of the child. \Miere Sttte law makes 
no provision for appointment of counsel in such proceedings, the court 
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ahull promptly notify the Secrvtary upon appointment of rounsti, und 
the Secretary, upon certification of the presiding jud^e, shall pay 
reasonable feei> and expenses out of funds which may be appropriated 
pursuant to the Act of November 2, 1921 (42 Stat. 208; 25 U.S.C 13) . 

(c) Each party to a foster care placement or termination of parental 
rights proceeding under State law involving an Indian child shall have 
the right to examine all reports or other documents filed with the court 
upon which any decision with respect to such action may be babed. 

(d) Any party seeking to effect a foster care placement^of, or termi- 
nation of parental rights to, an Indian child under State law shall 
satisfy the court that active efforts have been made to provide remedial 
services and rehabilitative programs desired to prevent the breakup 
of the Indian family and that these efforts have proved unsuccessful. 

(e) Xo fcster care placement may be ordered in such proceedin<r in 
the absence of a determination, supported by clear and convincin*: 
evidence, including testimony of qualified expert witnes.ses, that the 
continued custody of the child by the parent or Indian custodian is 
likely to result in serious emotional or physical danaage to the child. 

(f) No tennination of parental rights may be ordered in such 
proceeding in the absence of a determination, supported bv evidence 
beyond a reasonable doubt, including testimony of qualified I'.xpert 
witnesses, that the continued custody of the ohild by the parent or 
Indian custodian is likely to result in .^rious emotional or physical 
damage to the child. ^ 

Sec. W\. (a) Where any pan^nt or Indian custodian voluntarily 
consents to a foster care placement or to termination of parental ri<rhts. 
such consent shall not be valid unless e.\ecuted in writing and recordecl 
before a jud^re of a court of competent jurisdiction and accompanied by 
the presiding judge's certificate that the terms and consequences of the 
consent were fully explained in detail and wore fully understood by 
the parent or Indian custodian. The court shall also certify that either 
the parent or Indian custodian fullv und**rstood the explanation in 
English or that it was interpreted into a language that the parent or 
Indian custodian understood. Any consent ariven prior to, or within 
ten davs after, birth of the Indian child shall not be valid. 

(b) \Vny parent or Indian custodian may withdraw consent to a 
foster care placement under State law at any time and, upon -n^h 
withdrawal the ciiild shall be returned to the parent or Indian 

custodian. . * i • i 

(c) In any voluntary pro(M>eding for termination of parental riirhis 
to, or adoptive placement of. an Indian child, the consent of the parent 
may be withdrawn for any reason at any time prior to the entr\- of a 
final decree of termination or adoption, as the case mav be. and the 
child shall be returned to the parent. ^ t o- u i^ 

(d) After the entr>- of a final decree of adoption of an Indian cnild 
in any State court, the parent may withdraw consent thereto npnr ^e 
grounds that consent was obtained through fraud or duress and may 
petition the court to vacate such decree. Upon a finding that such 
consent was obtained through fraud or duress, the court shall vacate 
such decree and return the child to the parent. No adoption which 
has been effective for at least two years may be invalidated under the 
provisions of this .subsection unless othenvise permitted under ^tate 

law. . , ^ 

Sec. l(Mr. Any Indian child who is the subject of anv action for foster 
care plucement or termination of parental rights under State law, any 
parent or TnHion pii.<rt:ndinn fmm whose custody such child was 



Indian custodian from whose custody such child was 
removed, and the Indian child's tribe may petition any court of com- 
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petent junsdirtion to invalidate such action upon a showing that «uch 
action violated anv i)rovision of >frtions lOl. !<>2. and 103 of this Act. 

Sec. 10,5. (a) In any adoptive placement of an Indian child under 
State law/ a preference shall ^)e jnven. in the absence of ji^ood caus^ 
to the '-ontrarv, to a pla-oinent wuh (Ha mend>er of the child'3 
extended faniilv; Ci) other r .c !nb*»rs of the Indian child's tribe; or 
(^) other Indian families. 

(b) Anv child accepted for foMer care or preadoptive plac?meiit 
shall l>e plared in the least restrictive ^ettln^J which most approximates 
a familv and in which his special needb, if any. may be meU The child 
shall also be placed within reasonable proximitv to his or her home, 
taking into account any special needs of the child. In any foster care 
or preadoptive placement, a preference -.hall be in von. in the absence 
of ;^ood cauM? lo the contrary, to a f>lacement witli— 

fi) a member of the Indian child^ extended familv, 

(II) a foster home licensed, approved, or -f>ecjh»'d bv t lu- Indian 
child 3 trib** : 

(III) an Indian fost'^r home licensed ar ap[)rove<l by an autlior- 
izc<i non- Indian licensinif authority ; or 

an institution for children approved bv an Irniian tnU* 
or ojH*rate<l bv :jn Indian ortrunixntion vvhuh m;is .i [>roi;nun ^uit 
able to meet the Iiulian child' » nee«K. 

(c) In the case of a placement under sub^eaion »a> or <bi of thi^ 
.-action, if the Indian cmld\ tribe ^hall establish a ditfereiit order of 
piv.fen'Mce bv i-o^-rjluuon. rhe a|ren(y or court etfe^tuiir tiie [)lacement 
shall follow such order v) lonj: as the placement is the lea.st rostnctive 
setting appro[)riate to the pailicular needs of the child, ai? provider! 
subsection (bl of this section. Wiere appropriate, the preference of 
the Indian child or [)areni shall l)e corhsideivd Providt'd. That where 
a conseniinjr parent evidences a Mesire for anonymity, the court <^r 
aj^encv ^hall jrive weijrht to such desire in applyinj: the preferences. 

'^{d)'The standards to l)€ applied in meecinj/ the preference re,|inre 
rrients of this section shall be the prevailmjr s(H':u1 aiul cultural stand 
ards of the Indian communitv in which the parent or extended familv 
resides or wirh which the parent or extended family menibers maintain 
social an(i cultural ti^^- 

le) A record of each such placement, under >tate law, of an Indian 
child shall be maintained by the State m which the placement was 
made, evidencing? the efforts to compiv the order of preference 

specified in this section, .'^uch record shall l^e made available at any 
time upon the request of the Secretary or rhe Indian child's tribe. 

Skc. U) XotwithstnndinL' Stat^' law to the contrary, when- 
ever a final decree of adoption of an Indian child has been vacated or 
Set aside or the adoptive parents voluntarily consent to the termination 
of their parental n^rhts to the chihi. a bioloirical parent or pnor Indian 
custodian may petition for return of custody and the court shall ^rrant 
such petition unless there is a showjnp. m a proceedincr subject to the 
provisions of section 102 of this Act. that such return of custody is 
not in the best interests of the child. 

(b) 'Whenever an Indian ''hild is removed from a foster home 
or institution for the purpose of further foster care, preadoptive. or 
adoptive placement* such placement shall be in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act. except in the case where an Indian child 1^5 
beintr returned to the parent or Indian custodian from whose custody 
the child was orijrinallv removed. 

Sec. 107. Upon application bv an Indian individual who has reached 
the a£^e of eignteen and who was the subject of an adoptive placement* 
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the court which entered the final decree shall inform such individual 
of the tribal affiliation, if any, of the individuaPs biological parents 
and provide such other information as may be necessary to protect 
any rights flowing from the individual's tnbal relationship. ^ 

Sec. 108. (a) Any Indian tribe which became subject to State jurisj- 
diction pursuant to the provisions of the Act of August 15, 1953 (67 
Stat. 588), as amended by title IV of the Act of April 11, 1968 (82 
Stat. 73, 7ff), or pursuant to any other Federal law, may reassume 
jurisdiction over child custody proceedintrs. Before any Indian tnbe 
may reassume jurisdiction over Indian child custody proceedings, such 
tribe shall present to the Secretary for approval a petition to reassume 
such jurisdiction which includes a suitable plan to exercise such 
jurisdiction. 

(b) (1) In considering the petition and feasibilitv of the plan of a 
tribe under subsection (a), the Secretarv may consider, among other 

thiniis: , . . • », 

(i) whether or not the tribe maintains a membership roll or 
alternative provision for clearly identifying the persons who 
will be affected by the reassumption of jurisdiction by the tilbe; 

(ii) the size of the reser\ation or former reservation area which 
will be affected by retrocession and reassumption of jurisdiction 
bv the tri'oe; ... 

" (iii) the population base of the tribe, or distribution of the 
population m honiogeni-ous conimunitirs or gw)graphic arejis: 
;ind 

(IV) the feasibility of the [)lan m rases of multitribal ock^upa- 
tion of a single re^ervullon or «:eograpiuc an»a. 
(•2) In thost cases where the Secretarv determine^ that the jurisdic- 
tional provisions of section 101(a) of this Act are not feasible, he i.s 
autlionzed to accept |>aitial retrocession which will enable tribes 
toexenrise refi rral jurisdiction as pro\ided in section 101(b) of this 
Act. or. where appi-opriate. will allow th^m to exercise **xclusive juris- 
diction as provided in section 10l(a| ov<>r limited community or geo- 
jjraphic areas without req:ard for the reservation status of the area 

affected. . , , 

(c) If the Secrotarv approves imv petition under ^ub.-ection (a), 
the Secretarv shall publish notice of such approval m the Fe<leral 
Register and shall notify theat^ec^ed State or .states of .>uch appro\al. 
The Indian tribe concerned shall retussume jurisdiction sixtv days after 
publication in the Federal Register of notice of approval If the Secre- 
tary disapproves anv petition under subsection (a), the Secretarv shall 
provide such techniVal assistance as niav be riecessary to enable the 
tnbe to correct any deficiency which the Secreuiry identified as a cause 
for disapproval. 

(d) *\^sumption of jurii^diction under this section shall not affect 
any action or proceeding over which a court ha.s already assumed juris- 
diction, except ,.s mav be provided pursuant to any agreement under 
section 109 of this Act. 

Sec. 109. (a) States and Indian tribes are authonzed to enter into 
agreements with each other respecting care and custody of Indian 
children and jurisdiction over child custody proceedings, including 
agn^emcnts which may provide ror orderly transfer of inrisdiv^tion ^^n 
a case-by-case basis and aj^.aements which provide tor concurrent 
jurisdiction between States and Indian tnbe?. 

(b) Such agreements may be revoked bv either pany upon one 
hundred and eighty days' written notice to the oth^r party. Such 
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ittViX'ution slmll not atfect any action or Pioceeding over wlucl> a court 
has already assumed jurisdiction, unlcNS the agretment provides 
otlier wibe. 

>EC, liu. Where any petitiorxer in an Indian cliild cubtody prweed- 
ing U'foiv .1 otate couit haa improperly romo\ed the child from 
custody of tile parent or Indian cubtouian or hab improperly retained 
uibtody after a \ isit or other temptjrar}* reiinquiohment of custody, 
the C"urt shall decline jurisdiction o\er buch petition and shall forth- 
with return the child t.) his parent or Indian custodian unless return- 
ing the child to his parent or custodian would subject the child to a 
substantial and nnmediate danger or threat of such danger. 

Sm. 111. In un\ case where Stuti* or fVileral law applicable to a 
rluM ei>.>tiHly pioi'eeding under State or Federal law provider a 
hijrber standani of protection to the rights of th(? [)arent or Indian 
cu.^toilian of .m Iiulssm {*hihl ihan the rijrhi^ [)rovnle«* untler this 
rule, the i5tate or Federal couit shall apply he State or Federal 
standard. 

Skc. 112. Nothing in ihis title shall be construed to prevent the enier- 
;;enc\ reniOMil of an Indian chdd who is a re.^:dent of or is uj.iniciled 
•in a reservation, but temporaniy located otf the reservation, from his 
parenl or Indian cu>todian or the emergency placement of Mich child 
in a foster home or institution, under applicablt Stare law. in order 
to prevent imminent physical damage or harm to the child. The State 
authority, oliic.al or agency mvolved shall insure that the emergency 
removal' or placement terminates immediately when such removal 
or placement l^ no longer necessary to prevent imminent piivsical 
damage or harm to the rliild and shall expeditiously initiate a * liild 
custody p'XK-uedin<» subject to the provisions of this title, transfer 
the child to the juribdiclion of tlie ripprx>priute Indian tnbe, or restore 
the child to the parent or Indian < ustO(tten, as may l>e appropriate. 

Sec. 113. None of the provisiocsof this titr., except sections 101(a). 
108, and 101>, -hall aJfect a pr'*'^ecJinir under State law for foster cure 
placement, termination of parental rights, preadoptive placement, or 
adoptive pli:cement which was wiitiated or completed prior to one 
hundred and eiifhty days after the enactment of this Art, hut shall 
apply to any subsequent proceeding in the same matter or subsequent 
prweedings atfecting the cu.sttxly !)r placement of the ^^arne child. 
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TITLE II— IXDIAX CHILD AND FAMILY PROGRAMS 

Sec. 20L {t\) The Secretary is authorized to make ^ants to Indian 
tribes and or^nizations in the ehtablishment and operation of Indian 
child and family service projrrams on or near reservations and in the 
preparation ami implementation of child welfare codes. The objective 
of every Indian ehild and family service program shall be to prevent 
the breakup of ? .dian families and, in particular, to insure tnat the 
permanent removal of an Indian child from the custody of his parent 
op Indian custodian shall be a last resort. J^uch child and family 
^ervnce projrrams may include, but are not limited to — 

{ 1) a system for licensm^^ or otherwise re^ilating Indian foster 
and adoptive hom^s; 

(2) the o[)eration and mamtenance of facilities fo' ihe counsel- 
ing: and treatment of Indian families an<l for the temporary' 
todv of Indian children ; 
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(3) family assistance, including honiemaker and Home coun- 
selors, day care, aiterschool care, and employment, recreational 
activities, and respite care; 

(4) home improvement programs; 

(5) the employment of professional and other trained person- 
nel to assist the tribal court in the disposition of domestic relations 
and child welfare matters; 

(8) education and training of Indians, including tnbal court 
judges and staff, in skills relating to child and family assistance 
and service programs; , , ^ • l u 

(7) a subsidy program under which Indian adoptive children 
may be provided support comparable to that for which they would 
be eligible as foeter children, taking into account the appropriate 
State standards of support for maintenance and medical neeil^: 

and ' 1 1 T J- / • 

(S) guidance, legal representation, and a^lvice to Indian tami- 
lies involved in tribal. State, or Federal rhild custody proceedinjgs, 
(b) Funds appropriated for use bv the Secretary* in accordance with 
this section may be utilized as non-federal matching ^hare in connec- 
42 use 620. tion with funds provided under titles IV~B and aX of the Social 
IJ9T. Security Act or under any other Federal financial assistance programs 

which contribute to the purpose for which such funds are authorized 
to be appropriated for use under this Act. The provision or possibility 
of assistance under this Act shall not be a basis for the denial or reduc; 
tion of any assistance otherwise authorized under titles IV-B and XA 
of the Social Security Act or any other federally assisieii program. 
For purposes of qualifymg for assistance under a federally assisted 
program, licensing or approval of foster or adoptive homes or institu- 
tions by an Indian tnbe shall be deemed ei|nivaieni to licensing or 
approval by a State. 

\d(Jitional ^Kt^. -t>2. The Secretar}' is airo authorize,! to make grants to Indian 

^rvicM oriranizations to establish and operate olf- reservation Indian child and 

25 tbC P>.32 family service proi^rams wiucii may include, hut are not limited tt>— 

(1) a svstein fi>r iv«:uliitin^', nuunraming, and supporting 
Indian foMer ami adoptne home?, including a subMdy program 
under which Indian ailoptive ciiildn»n maybe nrovided snpoort 
comparable to that for which they would bt» eligible as Indian 
foster chihlren. takimr mtt> airount the appropriate .^late stand- 
ards of support for niaintenajice and medical needs: 

(2) the operation anil maintenance of f.i* ilities and .-ervioes for 
connsohng and treatment of Indian families ami Indian footer 
and adoptive children : 

(3) family assistance, including lionuMiiaker .md home coun- 
selors, day care, afterschool cart\ and employment, recreaiiomi! 
activities, and respite care : and 

(4) guidance, legal representation, and ail*, ice to Indian fann 
lies involved in child custody prot'eodinjjb. 

^j^^^j. Sec. 203. (a) In the establishment, op»»ration. ami funding: of Imlian 

25 ISC l'>33 child and family service programs. l)oth on and otf reM^rvntion, the 
Secretary mav enter into airrctwnts with liie >ei retary i»f Health, 
Education, and Welfare, and the latter Secretary is hereby authonzeil 
for such purposes to use funds appro[)riateii for >imilar proirnun-! of 
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare PromU-d, Thai 
authority to make payments pursuant to such a^m^ements shall l)e effec- 
tive only to the ext4»nt anil m &uch ainonnt,> a-, may pro\ ided m 
advance by nppropnation Ai ts. 
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(b) Funds for the purposes of this Act may be appropriated pur- 
suant to the provisions of the Act of Xovember 2, 1921 (42 Stat, 208), 25 IS(^ 13 
as amended. 

Sec 204, For the purposes of sections 202 and 203 of thu^ title, tlje 25 ISC l^m 

term "Indian" shall include persons delinod in section 4(o) of the 25 ISC lw)3 
Indian Health Care Improvement ,Vct of 1976 (90 Slat. 14U0, 1401) 

TITLE III— RFXORDKEEPING, INFOILNLVTION 
AVAILABILITY, AXD TIMETABLES 



Sec, 301, (a) Any State court entering a final decree or order in any 
Indian chila adoptive placement after the date of enactment of this 
Act shall pronde t e i>ecretar}\jvith a copy of jjuch decree or onler 
together with such other information as may b(» nc<:essary to sliow— 

(1) the name and tribal affiliation of the child: 

(2) the names and addresses of the biolotMcal parents: 
^3) the names and addresses of the adoptive parent.-: and 

(4) the identity of any agency having tiles or information relat- 
ing to such adoptive placement. 
Where the court records contain an affidavit of the biological parent 
or parents that their identity remain conridential, the court shall 
include such aifidavit with t!ie otlier information. TUv Secretary >liiill 
insure that the confidentiality of such information *s maintaKied and 
such mformation jiliail not be subject to the Freedom of Inforn'.ation 
Act ( 5 U.S^C. 552 ) , as amend^^d, 

(b) Upon the recjuest of ihe oJopted Indian cliild ov^ " tlie age of 
eighteen, the adoptive or fostet parent,! of \n Indmn c.jld, or an 
Indian tribe, the Secn?tarv shall disolrse -uch information as ma\ 
be necessary for tne enrollment of an Indian chtid in tlie tnl^e m vrhicii 
the child niav be eligible for enrollment or for determining any nghts 
or benefits associate J with that inember^lup. Wb.ere tlie docmient^ 
relating to sucli child contain -^.n affidavu from the bioloi^ical parent 
or parents requesting anonymity* the Secrotarv -hall ^^er^lfy to the 
Indian duld's tribe, where the in forma non warrants, tliat the child's 
parentage and other circumstances of birtli entitle the child to enroll- 
ment under the criteria established by such tribe. 

Sec. 302, Withm one liundred and eiglity day^ after the ♦•'^ n tinent of 
this Act, the Secretary sliall promulgate -uch rule*! and regulations 
as mav be necessar\" to carrv (*ut the niovisi<niv of rhis .Vet 
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TITLE IV— MIS( KLr-ANK()r> 

Sec, 401. (a) It \$ the sense of Congress thut the absence of ImalTv 
convenient dav schools may contribute to the breakup <yi Indian 

families, ' , 

(b) The Secn»tar>* la authonzed and directed to prepare, in consult \- 
tion with appn>pfiate agencies m th¥ Department Health. Iviu- 
tion. and uVlfare, a ivpon on riu* feasil)iiit\ of piovuiini: luiiian 
children with -chools located near their homes, and to snbinit such 
repon to the Select Committee on Indian Aifair^ of tiie fnited >tari- 
Senate and the Comnnttee on interior and Insular Affaii-s of tiu- 
United Stares House of Keprejentatives within two years from the 
date of this ,Vrt. In developing thi.s report the Secretary shall give 
particular consideration to the provision of educational facilitivs for 
children in the elementary ^ades. 

r^.c^4<r2. Within .si.xty Mays after enactment of this Ac^, the >ec. 
retary^liaii sentl to the Oovemor. chief justice of tiie high^t nmn of ^ 
appeal, and the attorney "general of eacii State a copy of thi- Act. 
together witli i-onuiuttee" rcpons and an explanation of tiie proMsiotis 
of this Act. 

Sec. 403. If anv provision of this Act oi tiie applnabdity thereoi 
is.held invalid, tiie lemainmg provisionsof tiii^ Act shall not L^atTectcd 
thereby, 

.Approved November 8, 1^78 
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REGION I 
TIIXE XX STATE AGENCY DIRECTORS 



CQNNKCTTnrr 

Ronald Manning, Connaissioner 
, Department of Human Resotrrces 
1179 Main Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06115 

(203) 566-3318 

MAINE 

Michael R. Petit, Commissioner 
State Department of Human Services 
State House 
Augusta, Maine 04 333 

(207) 289-2736 



VERMONT 

Sister Elizabeth Candon, Secretary 
Agency of Human Services 
State Office Bldg, 
79 River Street 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 

(802) 24A-5181 



MASSACHUSETTS 

John D. Prate, Commissioner 
Department of Public Welfare 
600 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02111 

(617) 727-6190 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Robert E. Whalen, Commissioner 

State Department of Health and Welfare 

8 Loudon Road 

Concord, Mew Hampshire 03301 
(603) 271-3332 
RHODE ISLAND 

John J. Affleck, Director 

State Department of Social and Rehabilitative Services 
Alme J. Forand State Office Bldg. 
600 New London Avenue 
Cranston, Rhode Island 02920 

(401) 464-2121 
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REGION II 
TITLE XX STATE AGENCY DIRECTORS 



.NEt? JERSEY 

Mrs, Ann Klein 
Comiaissioner' 

Department of Human Services 
Capital Place One 
-222 South Wari;en Street 
Trenton J Ne^^ersey 08625 

(609) 292-3717 

NEW YORK 

Mrs, Barbara Blum 
Coimnissioner 

Department of Social Services 
40 North Pearl Street 
Albany, New York 12243 

(518) 474-9475 

PUERTO RICO / 

Dr. Jenaro Collazo-Collazo 
Secretary 

Department of Social Services 
P.O. Box 11697 

Santurce, Puerto Rico 00908 

(809) 723-9834 

/ ^;IRGIN ISLANDS 

Mrs. Gwendolyn C. Blake 
Connaissioner 

Department of Social Welfare 

P.O. Box 539, Charlotte Amalie 

Sc. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00801 
* 



(809) 774-0930 



REGION III 
TITLE XX STATE AGENCY DIRECTORS 



DELAWARE 

Patricia C. Schrainm 

DepartTnent of Health & Social Services 
Delaware State Hospital 

Business Administration & General Services 
New Castle, Delaware 19720 

(302) 421-6705 

DISTRICT OF C0HJ>1BIA 

Mr. Albert Russo, Director 
Department of Human Resources 
1350 "E" Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

8-900-629-5443 (FTS) 
(202) 629-5443 

MARYLAND 

Mr* Kalman Hettleman, Secretary 
Department of Human Resources 
1100 N. Eutaw Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

(301) 383-5525 
8-932-383-5528 (FTS) 

PENNSYLVANIA 

M5?. Hfi.len B. O'Bannon, Secretary 
Penna. Department of Public Welfare 
Health & Welfare Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

8-637-2600 (FTS) or (717) 787-2600 
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REGION III 

TITLE XX STATE AGENCY DIRECTORS Continued 



VIRGINIA 

Mr. Williain L. Lukhard, Commissioner 
Department of Welfare 
8007 Discovery Drive 
Richmond, Virginia 23288 

8-804-770-2291 (FTS) 

Mr, WilXiam T. Coppage, Director 
Virginia Commission for Visually 

Handicapped 
3003 Parkwood Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia 23221 

8-804-770-2181 (FTS) 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Mr. Leon H. Ginsberg, Ph.D., Commissioner 

State Department of Welfare 

Bldg* B - Room 617 

1900 Washington Street, East 

Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

8-885-2400 (FTS) 
(304) 348-2400 
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REGION IV 
TITLE XX STATE AGENCY DIRECTORS 



ALABAMA 

Gary Cocper, Commissioner 

State Department of Pensions and Security 

64 North Union Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36130 

(205) 832-6095 

FLORIDA 

David Pingree, Secretary 

Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services 
1323 Winewood Blvd. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

(904) 488-7721 

GEORGIA 

Dr. Douglas Skelton, Commissioner 
Department of Human Resources 
State Office Bldg. 
A7 Trinity Avenue, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

(404) 656-5680 

K ENTUCKY 

Peter D. Conn, Secretary 
Department of Human Resources 
275 East Main Street 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

(502) 564-7130 
FTS-8-351-7130 

MISSISSIPPI 

Jack Byars, Commissioner 
State Department of Public Welfare 
P.O. Box 4321 Fondren Station 
Jackson, Mississippi 39216 

(601) 956-8713 
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REGION IV (continued) 



NORTH CAROLINA 

Dr. Sarah Morrow, Secretary 
Department of Human Resources 
325 N. Salisbury Street 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 

(919) 829-4534 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Virgil L. Conrad, Connnissioner 
Department of Social Services 
' P.O. Box 1520 

Columbia, Sourth Carolina 29202 

(803) 758-3244 

TENNESSEE 

Mose Pleasure, Jr., Commissioner 
State Department of Human Services 
111 Seventh Avenue, North 
Nashville* Tennessee 37230 

(615) 741-3243 
FTS-8-853-3243 
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REGION V 
TITLE XX STATE AGENCY DIRECTORS 



ILLINOIS 

Mr. Arthur F. Quern, Director 
Illinois Department of Public Aid 
316 South Second Street, 3rd Floor 
Springfield, Illinois 62762 

8-956-6716 (FTS) 
(217) 782 6716 

INDIANA 

Ms. Judith G. Palmer, Chairman 
Interdepartmantal Board for the 

Coordination of Human Services 

Programs 
210 State House 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

8-336-528'8 (FTS) 
(317) 633-5288 

MICHIGAN 

Dr» John T» Dempsey, Director 
Michigan Department of Social Services 
300 South Capitol Avenue 
Lansing, Michigan 48926 

8-253-2000 
(517) 373-2000 

MINNESOTA 

Mr. Arthur Noot, Commissioner 

Minnesota Department of Public Welfare 

Centennial Bldg. 

658 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

8-776-2701 (FTS) 
(612) 296-2701 



OHIO 

Mr. Kenneth B. Creasy, Director 
Ohio Department of Public Welfare 
State Office Tower, 32nd Floor 
30 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

8-942-6282 (FTS) 
(614) 466-6282 

WISCONSIN 

Mr. Donald Percy, Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of Health 

and Social Services 
1 West Wilson Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 53702 

8-366-3661 (FTS) 
(608) 266-3661 
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REGION VI 
TITLE XX STATE AGENCY DIRECTORS 

ARKANSAS 

J, C. Matthews, Acting Director 
Office of Title XX 

Arkansas Department of Human Services 
P.O. Box 1437 

Little Rock, Arkansfis 72203 
110+569+371-1157 or (501) 371-1157 
LO UISIANA 

William A. Cherry, M.D. 
Secretary 

Department of Health and 

Human Resources 
P.O. Box 44215 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 i 
8-689-5797 (FTS) or (504) 389-5797 
NEW MEXICO 

Larry Ingram, Secretary 
Department of Human Services 
P.O. Box 2348 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503 
8-476-5151 (FTS) or (505) 847-5151 
OKLAHOMA 

L- E- Rader, Director 
Department of Institutions 
Social and Rehabilitative Services 
P.O. Box 25352 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125 

405-521-3076 

TEXAS 

Jerome D» Chapman, Commissioner 
Texas Department of Human Resources 
John H, Reagan Building 
Autin, Texas 78701 

liO+53+9+475-5777 or (512) 475-5777 
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REGION VII 
TITLE XX STATE AGENCY DIRECTORS 

IOWA 

M», Catherine WIIUaos, Acting Commissioner 
Departiaent of Social Services 
Hoover State Office Bldg. 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

8-841-5452 (FTS) 
KANSAS 

Dr. Robert C. Harder, Secretary 
State Department of Social and 

Rehabilitation Services 
State Office Bldg. 
Topeka, Kansas 56612 

8-757-3271 (FTS) 

MISSOURI - 

Mr. David R. Freeman, Director 
Departraent of Social Services 
Broadway State Office Bldg. 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 

8-276-3711 (FTS) 
(ASK FOR 751--4815) 

NEBRASKA 



Mr, John E. Knight, Director 
State Department of Public Welfare 
301 Centennial Mall, South 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509 

8-541-3121 (FTS) 



ERLC 



34 



REGION VIII 
TTTT.P. TO. STATB AGENCY DIRECTORS 



COLORADO 

Armando R. Atencio, Executive Director 
State Departinent of Social Services 
1575 Sherman Street 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

(303) 839-3515 

MONTANA 

Keith L. Colbo, Director 
Department of Social and Rehabilitation 

Services 
p. 0. Box 4210 
Helena, Montana 59601 
8-587-5622 
(406) 449-5622 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Thor Tangedahl, Executive Director 
Social Service Board of North Dakota 
State Capitol 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58505 

8-783-4011 (FTS) 
(701) 224-2310 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Vem Woodard, Acting Secretary 
Department of Social Services 
Kneip Bldg. 

Pierre, South Dakota 57501 

8-782-7000 (FTS) 
(605) 773-3165 

UTAH 

Dr. Anthony. W. Mitchell, Executive Director 
Department of So:ial Services 
150 West North Temple 
' Salt Lake City, Utah 841C3 

8-588-5500 (FTS) 
(801) 533-5331 



WYOMING 

W. Don Nelson, Director 
Department of Health and 

Social Services 
Hathaway Bldg. 
Cheyenne, Wyorxiing 82002 

8-328-9657 (FTS) 
(307) 777-7657 
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REGION IX 
TITLE XX STATE AGENCY DIRECTORS 



CALIFORNIA 

Marion J. Woods, Director 
Department of Social Services 
74A P Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

f^l6} 445-2077 
8-465-2077 (FTS) 

ARIZONA 

Mr. Bill Jamieson, Jr., Director \. , 

Department of Economic Security (DES) 
1717 West Jefferson 
P.O. Box 6123 
Phoenix, AZ 85005 

(602) 255-5678 
8-765-5678 (FTS) 

NEVADA 

Dr. Ralph DiSibio 
Department of Human Resources 
505 East King Street 
Carson City, Nevada 89701 

882-4730 (Dial thru FTS Reno 
Operator 8-470-5911) 

HAWAII 

Mr. Andrew I. T. Chang, Director 
Departmeiit of Social SenrLces and 

Housing 
P.O. Box 339 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96309 
(Office Location: 1390 Miller Street) 

(808) 548-6260 

GUAM 

Mr. Ricardo C. Duenas, Acting Director 
Department of Public Housing & Social 

Services 
P.O. Box 2816 
Agana,«Guaffl 96910 

'.fl) 734-9901 ' 
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REGION X 
TITLE XX STATE AGENCY DIRECTORS 



ALASKA 

Dr. Helen D. Beime, CooodLsaioQer 
Depertaent of Health & Social Services 
Pouch H 01 

Jvmeau, Alaska 99811 

(Operator Places Call) 
8-465-5440 (FTS) 

IDAHO 

Milton G. Klein, Director 
Dftpartvent of Bealth in Welfare 
Statehouse 
V Boise, Idaho 83720 



4 8- 554-2336 (FTS) 
OREGOa 

Leo T. Hegstrom, Director 
Departnent of Hunan Resources 
nS Public Service Bldg. 
Salen, Oregon 97310 

8- 530-3034 (FTS) 
WASHINGTON 

Gerald J. Thoopson, Secretary 
DepartBent of Social & Health 

Services 
MS OB 44 

Olynpia, Washingtoti 98504 
8- 434-3395 (FTS) 




AREA OFFICES 



Arm Offtca of tkt Burem of Indian Affatn serve Azencia under them in a given 
State or States. These Agencies, in turn, tene a tribe or tribes. Here is a list of the 
Arm Offka and the States whose Indians they serve. 



Abtrdttn Ar««0fft09 
Burtau of Indian Affain 

Federal Bulldi^ 

TiltphoM: 606/225-0250 

Albuqutrqut Area Offlct 
Buraau of Indian Affain 
S301 Cantral Ava. NJ. 
P. 0. Box 8327 
Albuquarqua, H. M. 87108 
Talaphona: 505/766^173 
(Colo., Hew MaxJ 

Anadarko Arta Offioa 
Buraau of Indian Affain 
Fadaral BuildInf 
P.O. Box 368 
Anadarko, Okla. 73006 
Talaphona: 405/247-^1 
(Kans.&WastOida.) 

Biltinsi Aru Offtca 
Bureau of Indian Affain 
316 N. 2Sth St 
Biilintt, Mont. 59101 
Teiaphona: 405/2454315 
(Mont.&WyoJ 

Eanam Araa Offka 
Buf atu of Indian Affain 
1851 Constitut:on Ave. N.W. 
Washington, O.C. 20245 
Talaphona: 202/343^2 
(N.Y., N.C^U,Mte.,RaJ 

Junfau Araa Qffioa 
Buraau of Indian Affain 
Fadaral Building 
P.O. Box 3<«000 
Juntati, Alaska 99601 
Taiaphono: 907/586*7177 
(Alaska) 



Minnaapolii Araa Offiot 
Burtau of Indian Affain 
831 Sacond Avo. So« 
MInnaapolis, Minn. 55402 
Talaphona: 612/725-2904 
(Mlnm, Iowa, Mlch^WlacJ 

Musko9aa Araa Offioa 
Burtau of Indian Affain 
Fadaral Buildinf 
Muskogaa^Okla. 74401 
Talaphona: 918/683^1 
(EattOUaJ 

><avajo Arta Offica 
Buraau of Indian Affi4n 
Window Rod(,Aris. 86515 
Talaphona: 602/871^68) 

(Ariz., (Navajo tim* cMy), 

Utah, and N. M.) 

PhoanlxA<^CWct 
Bureau of tifbian Affain 
124 W. Thomas Rd. 
P.O. Box 7007 
Phoanlx^Ariz. SS011 
Talaphona: 602/261-4101 
(Ariz^ NavJ 

Portland Araa Offica 
Burtau of Indian Affain 
1425 IrvirgSt NJL 
P.O. Box 3785 
Portland, Ort. 97208 
Taltphont: 503/234^61 
(Ort^Wash^^Siidtho) 

Saeramanto Arta Offioa . 
Burtau of Indian Affain 
Ftdanri Offioa Building 
2800 Cotta^a Way 
Saeramanto, Clii if. 95825 
Taltphonr. 916/4844682 
(CalifJ 
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